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Development of Amersfoort



Amersfoort



Inhabitants Amersfoort
A few figures:

• In 1990 100.000 inhabitants, in 2022 almost 160.000 inhabitants (5.600 City Center)

• Number of street parking spaces in city center: 1136 / 3400 garage spaces (8 

garages).

• 14th largest city in the Netherlands (between Zaanstad and Haarlem).



Working on Plans and Support

• Mobility themes in the city center in 2017:

o Supply logistics

o Banning unnecessary car traffic

o Bicycle parking

• License plate survey:

o 14 ANPR cameras in various city locations

o Identified 2 cut-through routes:

▪ Bloemendalsestraat > Molenstraat

▪ Kamp > St. Andriesstraat



Working on Plans and Support

Public consultation results (September 2018 and April 2019):

o High turnout and engagement

o Concerns beyond cut-through traffic, such as defining 'destination 

traffic'

o Request to explore camera enforcement

o Preserve permit parking spaces, restrict non-essential traffic



The Council Decision

• Closed declarations at city center entrances

• Reversing one-way traffic

• Removal of some parking spaces on the singels (historical appearance)

• Conversion of short-term parking to permit parking

• All visitor parking in the 8 surrounding garages

• Permit system via app for access (residents and businesses)

• Evaluation after one year

    





Implementation 

• Communication plan

• Traffic decision for Car-Free City 

Center

• Rules for exemptions

• Development of exemption app and 

visitor parking arrangement in 

garages



Implementation 

• Adjusting entrances at 5 locations

• Installation of ANPR cameras

• Launching the exemption app and visitor parking 

arrangement in 3 garages



Implementation of Entrances 



Implementation of Entrances 



Implementation of Entrances



Implementation of Entrances 



Evaluation

• Conducted by an external traffic g bureau in the spring of 2022.

• Surveyed all residents, visitors, entrepreneurs, project team

Conclusions:

• Positive effects on the city center:

o Livability

o Vibrancy

o Attractiveness

o Traffic safety

• Reduced traffic pressure, public space returned to residents, entrepreneurs, and 

visitors



Evaluation: Areas of Improvement

• Livability:

o Better design of car-free zone entrances

o Expand bicycle parking spots in and around 

the car-free zone

o Explore further removal of parking spaces for 

green spaces

• Enforcement:

o Additional BOAs or cameras for better 

enforcement

• Communication/usability:

o Improve user-friendliness of the ParkStart

app (real app instead of a web application)

o Ensure continuous and up-to-date 

communication about the car-free zone



Challenges and Issues…

• One objection and appeal up to the Council of 

State against the traffic decision

• Drafting detailed exemption rules post-decision 

was not ideal

• Complexity and volume of traffic signs

• Deliberate or habitual ignoring of signs

• Issues with older residents not having 

smartphones

• Enforcement challenges, e.g., reading PDA

• Car-free does not mean car-free; visibility of 

exempt vehicles
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